8 - PARRY SOUND NORTH STAR ◆ Wednesday July 16, 2008

Remembering the Northern
Belle - Byng Inlet’s favourite vessel
BY FRED HOLMES

Britt-Byng Inlet

B

lack smoke belching
high into the sky
would tip off the
lighthouse keeper of
Byng Inlet’s Gereaux Island
light of an approaching
vessel hours before he could
hear the pounding of her
underpowered engines.
Before 1911, the smoke
was most likely that of a
packet steamer making the
Collingwood-Parry SoundByng Inlet-French River run.
Of the many packet
steamers carrying freight
and passengers on the north
shore route, the Northern
Belle was described in the
area press as the “prettiest
little model that ever sailed
the lakes”.
Launched in Marine City,
Michigan, in the spring
of 1875 as the Gladys, she
sported 12 staterooms aft
of the top deck pilot house.
Her 135 feet of length, by a
beam of 26 feet, was powered
by two high pressure double
engines acting on a single
shaft turning an eight foot
diameter propeller. Both
engines had come from other
vessels.
In the fall of 1875, the
Georgian Bay Navigation Co.
of Collingwood purchased
the vessel, the company’s
first, and made a number
of upgrades over the
winter before renaming
her Northern Belle, named
after Vice-President Charles
Cameron’s daughter,
Miss Belle Cameron. The
vessel then was put on
the Collingwood to Owen
Sound to Sault Ste. Marie
route via the east and north
shore communities. By 1880,

140 YEARS
she was dedicated to the
Collingwood-Parry SoundByng Inlet-French River
route, running two round
trips in high season each
week. With such a schedule,
she became a very familiar
sight to the residents of
the villages she served and
passed.
Nine captains served as
master, with the early ones
quickly moving to larger
vessels as the area fleets
expanded, and the later ones
having to serve longer before
moving up. Her final master
was Captain C. Jacques, who
guided her for four years and
was in charge of her final
moments.
The magic of a slowmoving steamer on Georgian
Bay to a newspaper writer
of the times was evident in
her obituary, as published in
the Parry Sound North Star
on Thursday, November 10,
1898.
“NORTHERN BELLE
BURNED-The old boat
ends her career near Byng
Inlet-Crew and Passengers
Escape-Sunday evening
[November 6] the tug
O’Brien, owned by the
Holland Emery Co., came in
from Byng Inlet bringing the
crew and passengers of the
Northern Belle, which was
burned to the water’s edge in
the Magnetawan River that
morning on her way down
the lake. From Capt. Jacques
we learned that the Belle had
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a very rough trip down from
French River to the mouth
of the Magnetawan river,
but that on entering the
river everything seemed all
right, but when only a short
distance up the river, flames
burst out from the hold on
both sides of the vessel, and
in an incredibly short time
she was a mass of flames.
Seeing the hopelessness of
trying to quench the fire,
Captain Jacques turned the
good old boat for the shore
and beached her.
So rapid was the progress
of the fire that the crew had
barely time to launch one
lifeboat, into which they
and four passengers hastily
embarked and reached shore.
Mr. Arnold was able to
secure the vessel’s cash book
and one other book, as well
as the cash on hand, but all
the other books were burned.
All the crew lost all their
clothing except that worn
by them at the time of the

The Northern Belle was described in the area press as the “prettiest little model that ever sailed the lakes”.
The boat burned on Thursday, November 10, 1898 on the shore of the Magnetawan River.
accident. Had the fire broken
out half an hour earlier
all hands would probably
have been lost as the sea
was running high out on the
lake that even if it had been
possible to launch a life boat
it would not have lived to
weather the storm….
After the destruction of
the Waubuno the Belle was
put on the Parry Sound and
North Shore line running in
1880 daily between here and
Collingwood.
She has been on the north
shore route ever since, and
is probably the best known
boat on these waters. She had
a beautifully modeled hull,
and, in her prime was one of
the smartest boats on fresh
water.
She has had a long and
successful career; she has
made money for her owners
and she has now finished
her course in an honorable

manner. She neither drowned
nor burned anybody in her
demise and we can heartily
say 'Peace be to her ashes'.
Later we learn from
Captain Jacques that the
fire was discovered when
the Belle was in the narrows
at Clarke’s Island. The fire
pump was at once started
and the boat headed for the
beach at Wilson’s garden.
The flames spread with great
rapidity, driving the men
away from the pump and,
seven minutes after the fire
was discovered, the crew had
to take to the lifeboat.”
Today her rotting remains
can be seen by snorkeling
or diving. She is marked on
the Canadian Hydrographic
Chart 2203, sheet 3 at
about mile 60.25 or close
to three quarters of a mile
downstream of Wright’s
Marina.
Older residents of Byng

Inlet and Britt (then Byng
Inlet North) remember the
Belle as the old wreck, which
in the 1920’s still had its
ribs protruding above the
surface.
So while she died in
November of 1898, there is
still a generation of people
who remember the Northern
Belle, a generation who
swam around her ribs and
caught bass beside those
ribs. That visual, with
parental stories of the
steamer, will soon be lost
when we soon lose that
generation.
•••
(This is the sixth in an eightpart series by local historian
Fred Holmes, marking the 140th
anniversary of Britt and Byng
Inlet, the 100th anniversary of
the CPR trestle and the 40th
anniversary of the Britt Lions
Club.)

New recruits needed for fire departments
BY CHIEF DAVE THOMPSON
Seguin Fire Services

Firefighters wanted
Volunteering for your community is a rewarding experience.
Local fire departments are often looking for new recruits.
We are looking for people from all walks of life with varied
backgrounds.
We need people who have an interest helping their neighbour
and providing a high quality of service to the community.
The local fire departments are more than happy to provide
all the training required to be an effective member of our
team.
This is a long-term commitment, as it takes years to provide
the necessary training to be a knowledgeable and effective
firefighter.
If you have a community minded spirit and are looking for
an exciting experience, we can provide it for you.
Co n t a c t yo u r l o c a l f i r e d e p a r t m e n t t o f i n d o u t m o r e
information.

Britt
The Britt and Area Fire Department answered five
calls for emergency services: June 2, 11:15 hours, medical
call, Riverside Drive, Britt – patient transported by
ambulance to heliport and air lifted to West Parry Sound
Health Centre (WPSHC). June 4, 15:05 hours, medical
call, Pine Drive, Byng Inlet. June 6, 19:33 hours, medical
call, Village Road, Magnetawan First Nation. June 7,
01:07 hours, medical call, Riverside Drive, Britt – patient
transported to WPSHC by ambulance. June 10, 13:26
hours, medical call, Pine Drive, Byng Inlet – patient
transported to WPSHC by ambulance.
There were 10 requests for emergency service: July
4, 14:23 hours, motor vehicle collision (MVC), single
motorcycle, critical injuries, Highway 69, Station 1; July
4, 18:16 hours, MVC, three vehicle crash, minor injuries,
Highway 69, Station 1; July 4, 22:26 hours, reported fire
off the north tip of Elizabeth Island, not found, Station 1
and 2; July 5, 18:43 hours, MVC, single motorcycle crash,
minor injuries, Highway 124, Station 1; July 7, 06:18
hours, MVC, single van rollover with seven patients,
two patients had to be removed from vehicle, Station 1;
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Laser Removal

Laser Treatment

for wrinkles, fine lines allows scarless removal
and excessive sweating of unwanted skin spots
and sun-damaged skin.
of age and brown
spots

The most experienced Laser/Botox Physician in Huntsville

Huntsville Professional Building • Suite 203
789-2145

Seguin
Seguin Fire Services responded to 13 requests for emergency
services: July 5, medical assist, Rice Street; July 6, MVC,
extrication required, Highway 69; July 6, MVC, Highway 141; July
6, MVC, James Bay Junction Road; July 6, MVC, Stanley House
Road; July 7, false fire report, Haystead Bay; July 7; medical
assist, CNIB Road; July 9, medical assist, 10th Concession;
July 11, leaking fuel tanks, Highway 518; July 11, search and
rescue, Shadow River; July 12, motorcycle accident, Wychwood
Road; July 12, ATV accident, Blackstone Crane Lake Road;
and July 14, medical assist, CNIB Road.

McKellar
July 8, 04:20 hours, medical assist, Moffat Road;
July 10, 13:47 hours, medical assist, Lakeside Drive;
July 13, 05:51 hours, tiered response, McKowen
Road.

AXT MACHINE & TOOL
High Precision, High Quality

We strive to offer complete machining solutions which exceed our
customers' quality, pricing and service expectations.
We also offer a variety of custom trailers,
carts and other fabricating solutions.

Parry Sound's custom machine and fabricating shop.

705-378-9999

McDougall

of moles, skin tags
and unwanted lesions

July 9, 12:50 hours, hydro lines down, Highway 124, Station 1;
July 10, 0651 hours, heavy rescue support to Whitestone Fire
Department, on the Bunny Trail, for head-on crash, patient
extricated before arrival, Stations 1 and 2; July 12, 00:47 hours,
tiered response, Oakridge Road, Station 1; July 12, 20:43 hours,
tiered medical, White Beaver Trail, Station 2; July 13, 13:23
hours, tiered medical, Bayside Drive, Station 1;
McDougall residents can now check the current fire danger rating
on the new municipal website; www.municipalityofmcdougall.
com.
The new site includes all municipal services, forms, and
a variety of informational materials including
emergency planning, fire prevention/safety, open
air burning regulations, etcetera.
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PAHAPILL and ASSOCIATES
Chartered Accountants
Carl Pahapill CA is a Partner
of Pahapill & Associates
Chartered Accountants. Carl
is a former Partner of BDO
Dunwoody in Toronto who
in 2006 decided to open his
own chartered accountants
practice in Parry Sound
and Huntsville. Carl has
25 years of experience as
a chartered accountant and
focuses on management and
financial consulting to owners of small businesses
in developing their ongoing strategic business
transition and longer term succession plans. The team
at Pahapill & Associates Professional Corporation
located at 22 William Street in Parry Sound, is a full
service public accounting firm offering tax planning,
accounting, auditing, and bookkeeping services to
local businesses.
Carl can be reached at 705-774-0574
carlpahapill@cogeco.ca
With offices in Parry Sound and Huntsville
22 William Street
6 Main Street W.
PAHAPILL and ASSOCIATES
Parry Sound
Huntsville
Chartered Accountants
705-746-2115
705-788-0500
www.pahapillandassociates.com
376695

377625

