
BY STEPHANNIE JOHNSON
North Star Staff

PARRY SOUND - Alymer, Quebec native Elodie
Button found it odd when she arrived here two
months ago with the Canada World Youth (CWY)
exchange program and found herself with no
fundraising work to do. 

“I do a lot of work in Ottawa
for a lot of causes. I came here
and it was just kind of weird
for me not to be doing some-
thing,”  said Ms Button.

However, with the help of
several of the participants of
CYW, Ms Button has organ-
ized a fundraising event to aid
Doctors Without Borders.

“They go and set up hospi-
tals in refugee camps and they
provide short-term assistance
in crisis situations. They’re active in pretty much
any situation like that in the world; they’re the first
ones there,” she said.

The independent international organization
offers emergency medical aid to over 70 countries
that have been affected by man-made and natural
disasters, as well as political conflicts and epi-
demics. 

Volunteers with Doctors Without Borders per-
form such things as surgery and vaccination cam-
paigns, and they operate feeding centres for mal-
nourished children. In addition, members also
help to construct wells so they can dispense clean
drinking water.

“I do a lot of work with the international cam-
paign to ban landmines. We had a huge tsunami

relief benefit concert and I just
wanted to do something here,
particularly with the earth-
quake in Pakistan and the
mudslides in Guatemala. I felt
that this would be a good way
to get people out.” 

Donations needed

The silent auction and cof-
fee-house-style fundraising
event takes place at the Station
Gallery on November 17 from 7

to 9 p.m. Tickets are $10.
Three local artists have donated pieces for the

auction, but the group is still looking for more
donations. 

Musical acts Nineteen James, Kindred and Kirk
Gabel will provide entertainment. 

There will also be information booths on
Doctors Without Borders.
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B
eing a child of the
Great Depression of
the 1930s, few things
annoy me more than

waste–including wasted effort.
When I discovered how much
the editor of my recent book Up
the Great North Road cut from
the material I submitted, I
resolved to self-publish the
rejected stuff in a second vol-
ume titled Up the Road Again.
Then, I considered my age (80)
and inclination (increasingly
lazy) and opted instead to
release bits of unused text and
pictures in occasional
columns–as I have already
done two or three times in
recent months.

The most recent one men-
tioned the still-operating Loch
farm, which, in pioneer times,
was carved out of the forest
about three miles up the road
from Parry Sound. The current
custodians of this picturesque
property are Peter and Kathryn
Loch. I had remarked in my
story that I wondered if the
Lochs fully realize the symbolic
nature of their enterprise. The
paved highway passing their
farm gate originated as an
oxcart trail giving access to the
interior for hundreds of fami-
lies bent on setting themselves
up as farmers. Today, the Loch
property is one of a dozen or
fewer working farms still to be
found along the 100-kilometre
length of the Great North Road.

My remark drew a response
from Kathryn, who wrote to

assure me that she and Peter,
as they go about their work,
often do think of the toil that
clearing the land must have
entailed in pioneer times. She
was quick to add, however, that
farming their acreage is still no
walk in the park.

“Some people,” Kathryn said,
“perceive this to be a pocket of
rich and productive farmland,
but we can assure you that
every morsel has to be coaxed
lovingly out of its grasp.”

I suspect, though, that in the
course of wrestling those
morsels from the reluctant soil,
she and Peter derive a measure
of satisfaction from a calling
that is deeply rooted in Parry
Sound history.

The settlers who laid Parry
Sound District’s foundation
looked beyond personal well-
being as they chopped their
clearings and threw up their
log shanties. I have beside me a
letter written in 1942 by my
grandfather, Frank N. Macfie,
then retired and living in
Toronto after coming from
Scotland and carving a family
farm out of virgin forest near
Dunchurch. With the war
draining off the men folk (my
father, a Great War veteran,
had just joined the army for
guard duty in prisoner of war
camps) 92-year-old Frank was

concerned that his toil might
now be all in vain. In a letter to
my oldest brother, already
overseas, he lamented:

“Well, what do you think
about your Dad joining up for
guard duty and Jack (known to
readers of this column as John
Macfie) joining the Air Force? I
don’t think much of it myself. I
hope he will not end up selling
the farm. 

My idea was the establish-
ment of a family having a place
and name in Canada and not
being homeless waifs without
tie or story. By owning a bit of
land you become partaker of
the very soil and (it) makes you
a responsible citizen of the
country and not a mere
vagrant.”

The Parry Sound settlers
believed they were putting
down lasting family roots, but
rare are the cases where it
panned out that way. I took the
accompanying picture of
Devina Crisp in the front yard
of her home at Fairholme in
order to show readers of Up the
Great North Road that there
were exceptions to the rule.
Beyond Devina, masked by its
cloak of modern siding, stands
the log house her grandfather,
Cockney-born Jonathan Crisp,
built in the 1870s.

Jonathan arrived with the
first wave of Parry Sound’s set-
tlers, journeying some 20 miles
up the newly-chopped Great
North Road to claim a home-
stead in Hagerman Township.
Twenty years later, he and his

wife and their growing family
posed for a photograph in front
of the home they built from the
trunks of pine trees felled dur-
ing land clearing. That picture
also appears here.

One hundred and thirty-five
years after Jonathan Crisp
staked his claim in Canada, his

granddaughter Devina still
occupies the modest home that
became the fountainhead of
Parry Sound’s now-multitudi-
nous Crisp clan.

As it happened, Frank N.
Macfie need not have been so
concerned, back in 1942, about

the fate of his own endeavour
to plant his genes in the local
landscape. His homestead, a
couple of miles further up the
Great North Road beyond
Jonathan Crisp’s, remains
firmly rooted in fifth-genera-
tion family hands.

Up the Great North Road again–and again

Above, Jonathan Crisp and fam-
ily pose for the photographer in
front of their home, about 1892.

Photo right, Devina Crisp still
lives in the more than 130-year-
old log home (now clad in mod-
ern siding) built by her grand-
parents Jonathan and Sarah
Crisp.

Devina Crisp photos

Turtle Lake residents brace for tax hike
BY SARAH BISSONETTE
North Star Staff

SEGUIN TWP. - Some property
assessments on Turtle Lake, in
Seguin Township, increased by
more than 100 per cent, which
has residents worried about
next year’s municipal tax bill.
This is especially true for two
Turtle Lake residents on
Bridgewater Road.

The township does not main-
tain Bridgewater Road. Instead,
residents chip in to pay for road
maintenance and ploughing.

George Mills’ 950-square-foot
seasonal cottage doesn’t have a
finished basement or a well, but
there is a detached garage. His
assessment increased by 100 per
cent, from $156,000 to $312,000.

“Obviously, it should have
increased from the last assess-
ment, but certainly not even 50
per cent, let alone 100 per cent,”
said Mr. Mills, who will be
appealing the assessment.

Mr. Mills said that the
increase in assessment will
mean a definite increase in
municipal taxes, which are
based on a home’s assessed
value.

“To start with, this is a cot-
tage, not a house. I already pay
taxes once, why pay them twice?
I understand that I have to pay
taxes up here, no two ways
about it. But when you get noth-
ing for service, nothing for your
tax dollar, it is kind of hard to
swallow,” said Mr. Mills.

Down the road from Mr. Mills
is Orrville Bondarenko’s year-
round home. 

Mr. Bondarenko’s 1,200-
square-foot home, which has no
basement or well, is now valued
at $316,000–a 101.27 per cent
increase from its former
assessed value of $157,000. Mr.
Bondarenko, who has owned the
home since 1985, said that with
the increases in assessment, he
will have to wait and see
whether or how much the
municipal tax bill will increase. 

That will determine whether
he has to sell the property. He
has been retired since 1989.

“I’m living on a fixed income.

Wages are not going up like the
taxes go up,” said Mr.
Bondarenko.

After receiving his assess-
ment in late September, Mr.
Bondarenko said, he contacted
the local Municipal Property
Assessment Corporation
(MPAC) office and was told his
assessment would be decreased
to $276,000 because he doesn’t
have a beach. This has not been
confirmed in writing.

MPAC is a not-for-profit cor-
poration formed in 1998 that
assesses the value of all Ontario
homes for municipalities.
Municipalities and school
boards use the assessments in

determining the tax rate to raise
the funds needed for the fiscal
year. In the most basic form of
the system, if a home doubles in
value, and the tax rate stays the
same, a homeowner’s taxes will
double. Usually, however, munic-
ipalities also adjust their tax
rates to some extent.

MPAC last assessed homes in
2003.

Eighty-five per cent of a
home’s assessed value is based
on items such as the size of the
home, the condition and age of
the building and the location.
The remaining 15 per cent is
based on amenities such as a fin-
ished basement, garage and

pool.
MPAC uses market value to

determine if the home is
assessed properly. That is, if a
home’s assessment is the same
or close to the same as the sale
price of similar homes, the
assessment is considered cor-
rect.

On Turtle Lake, since October
2003, three homes have been
sold. One 600-square-foot cot-
tage, without a well, sold for
$140,000. A 950-square-foot cot-
tage, with a well, sold for
$315,000. And an 1120-square-
foot cottage sold for $385,000.

“If a property sells for $400,000
on the lake, they should go out

and look at it ,and then come
here and look and compare,”
said Mr. Bondarenko.

On the same road as Mr.
Bondarenko and Mr. Mills have
their properties, another 900-
square-foot cottage on slightly
more than an acre increased by
100.71 per cent in assessed
value. Yet another cottage, a
recently-built 600-squarefoot log
cabin, increased in value by 80
per cent.

The Ontario Ombudsman is
currently investigating how
MPAC assesses property and
the efficiency of the process,
after receiving more than 75
complaints in October.

Above, the  assessment on Orrville Bondarenko’s home increased by
101.27 per cent this year. Because he is retired and living on a fixed
income, he is waiting to see what the municipal taxes will be before
deciding if he has to sell.
Left, the value of George Mills’ cottage increased by 100 per cent in
this year’s assessment by the Municipal Property Assessment
Corporation. North Star photo

Remembering family heroes
On Remembrance Day students in Mrs. Nicksy's Grade 1 and 2 class at Whitestone Lake School remem-
bered the veterans who fought for our freedom. Students described personal accounts of grandparents
and other family members who helped during the war.

Submitted photo

Event brewed to order 

The Parry Sound North Star/Beacon Star invites readers to share their favourite traditions, mem-
ories and stories of Christmas past, present or future. We will publish the best in a special upcoming
Christmas edition. Photos are welcome. Drop off or mail your stories no later than November 25 to:
Christmas Stories, Box 370, 67 James St., Parry Sound, ON, P2A 2X4 or email editor@parrysound.com. 

Tell us your Christmas stories

By John Macfie
MACFIE


