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Is weelk’s Muskoka Mosaic: Introducing Andy McLean

GOOD VIBES: Andy MclLean strums his
guitar. McLean, who has recorded hit
singles with several bands, co-founded the
North by Northeast festival in Toronto 15
years ago to promote new and emerging
Canadian musical talent.

By Paula Boon

Music and soccer have never failed Andy
McLean. “I found Linda, my life partner,
through music, and made many friends
through soccer, especially after I first came
to Canada,” says the Mary Lake resident.

McLean grew up in a working class fam-
ily in Manchester, England — “It was just
like Coronation Street,” he says — and his
childhood dreams were to make an album
with a band and to play for Manchester
United.

He often listened to music on “pirate
radio” stations which broadcast from the

international waters off the coast. “It was a
really exciting time: the beginning of com-
mercial radio in the U.K.,” he says.

McLean and his friends also gathered to
watch television shows that featured live
bands. “We watched the hands of the guitar
and drum players to see what they were
doing,” he explains.

Although McLean was initially most
interested in drumming, he focused on the
guitar when songwriting caught his inter-
est in his teens. When he went to London
to pursue a degree in humanities, McLean
left his drums at home, took his guitar and
started hooking up with people to play at
various clubs and make demos. “I was never
the lead singer,” he says. “I sang backup and
harmony and wrote songs.”

After a post-graduate degree in counsel-
ling, McLean worked with troubled teens
for three years. Then, in 1982, he realized
all he really wanted to do was to play music.
McLean quit his job to seek his fame and
fortune in Canada.

Soon, McLean and some new friends
formed a band called The Tenants, which
signed with Sony. They made an album
including the hit single Sheriff and toured
the country, headlining some shows and
opening for people like Simple Minds, Tom
Cochrane and Rush.

After making another album, The Ten-
ants broke up in 1987, and McLean signed

to Polygram Records with another project
called Double Dare. Another hit single, Can’t
Hold On, resulted.

McLean then decided to do more behind-
the-scenes work as a staff songwriter, free-
lancer and consultant listening to new
songs for labels. For Intrepid Records, one
of the first independent labels in the coun-
try, McLean created compilation CDs for
new bands and arranged showcases for
upcoming Canadian acts in different parts
of the world.

His exposure to different music festivals,
most notably South by Southwest in Texas,
led him to become a founding partner in
the North by Northeast (NXNE) festival in
Toronto. “As the structure of the music busi-
ness was changing, people needed a place
to come together and network,” he says.

The festival, now in its 15th year, show-
cases the best new and emerging acts from
across Canada and around the world in
various clubs and on outdoor stages. It
lasts five days each June and about 250,000
people come to hear close to 700 bands per-
form. NXNE, which can be found online at
www.nxne.com, has grown to include a film
festival for music-related films, a confer-
ence and an interactive digital aspect, plus
an annual fundraising soccer game at BMO
Field, home of Toronto FC, between musi-
cians and members of the media.

McLean says he enjoys providing an out-

let and forum for new creative talent. NXNE
staff listen to about 3,000 submissions each
year and everyone is always excited to find
hidden gems. “It’s all about sharing music:
finding something you like and sharing it,”
he says.

McLean and his singer/songwriter part-
ner Linda McLean bought their property
in the Mary Lake Highlands in 1989. After
camping there for several years, they built
a home and moved in permanently in 1998
when their daughter Alice was four. The
couple, who keep an apartment in Toronto
as well, also have two grown children from
Linda’s previous marriage.

The work he and Linda have done
together in their music studio has been
rewarding, McLean says. “I had hung up my
guitar for some years, but I'm enjoying play-
ing and writing with her. She’s a great singer
and great writer, and it’s amazing we get to
do this together.”

Looking to the future, McLean says he
doesn’'t have any particular plans. “I just
have faith if I follow those tracks I've been
following, music and soccer, it'll lead me to
where I need to go,” he says. “I'm so fortu-
nate. Life is good.”

Thanks to Jenny Cressman for suggesting
that Andy McLean be profiled. To explore the
complete collection of Muskoka Mosaic pro-
files, go to wwuw.thelifecollector.com.
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IN BONUS CASH™
AVAILABLE EARLY.

CANADA'S #1 SELLING MINIVAN FOR 25 YEARS'

Made in

L 0.0 0 8. ¢
NHTSA 5 Star
Frontal and Side Impact*

from

2010 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN
CANADA VALUE PACKAGE

520999

Purchase a

O

199.

PURCHASE FINANCING
FOR 36 MONTHS

@‘5’ CONSUMER & .
& CASH DISCOUNT/
BONUS CASHOF U,

HWY: 8.4L/100 km (34 mpg)*
w CITY:12.6L/100 km (22 mpg)*

Canada!

2009 model shown.

2nd and 3rd row Stow 'n Go® seating
standard on SE Stow 'n Go® & SXT models

© 175 hp 3.3L Flex Fuel V6 engine with automatic transmission e 3rd row Stow 'n Go® seating
o 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS e Electronic Stability Program (ESP™) with Traction Control  Air conditioning
o Media Centre 130 CD/MP3 radio ® Advanced multistage front air bags and side-curtain air bags

—

2009 model shown.

Dual DVD system available
on SXT models

Available 2nd row
power windows

CANADA'S #1 SELLING CROSSOVERY

7‘( 7‘( 7‘( 7‘( 7‘( NHTSA 5 Star Frontal and Side Impact*

from

2010 DODGE JOURNEY SE
CANADA VALUE PACKAGE

$18488

Purchase a

O

199.

PURCHASE FINANCING
FOR 36 MONTHS

s

CONSUMER $ *
Q‘ CASH DISCOUNT/ 1 50 U
BONUS CASH OF ’

HWY: 7.9L/100 km (36 mpg)®
CITY: 11.0L/100 km (26 mpg)*

® 173 hp 2.4L DOHC Dual VVT I-4 world engine ® 4-speed VLP automatic transmission
o Air conditioning with Chill Zone® beverage storage bin e Second row in-floor storage bins
o 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS e Electronic Stability Program (ESP™) with all-speed traction control

-

Y

) IDARE=CONIEARIE

2010 Dodge Journey SE 2009 Nissan Rogue S 2009 Mazda5 GS
Standard engine 2.4L1-4 2.5L1-4 2.3L1-4
Power: hp @ rpm 173 @ 6600 170 @ 6000 153 @ 6500
Standard transmission 4-speed VLP automatic Conti ly Variable Tr ission 5-speed manual
Standard air conditioning YES YES NO
Standard 12V DC power outlets 4 1 2
Standard active head restraints YES YES NO
Standard rear in-floor storage bins* YES NO NO
Standard radio with 6-CD/DVD/player YES NO NO
Standard Chill Zone® beverage cooler® YES NO NO
Best priced 7-passenger vehicle in Canada YES NO NO
NHTSA star ratings - Frontal
5/5 = Driver/Passenger YES NO YES
NHTSA star ratings - Side
5/5 = Front/Rear YES YES NO

\‘Class exclusive features.

% PURCHASE FINANCING ON VIRTUALLY
ALL REMAINING 2009 MODELS."

WE ARE BUILDING A NEW CAR COMPANY. COME SEE WHAT WE'VE BUILT FOR YOU AT DODGE.CA

Wise customers read the fine print: *

VISIT YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD CHRYSLER, JEEP,, DODGE RETAILER

, T, 4 #¢ These limited time offers apply to retail deliveries of selected new and unused 2010 models purchased between October 1st and November 2nd, 2009 from participating retailers. Retailer order/trade may be necessary.
Offers subject to change without notice. See participating retailer for specific details and conditions. #4Bonus Cash (Bonus Savings) planned for October 16th through November 2nd, as mentioned in our direct mail advertising, has now been made available
early. See your retailer for complete details. *$20,999 Purchase Price applies to 2010 Dodge Grand Caravan (24F) only and includes $6,000 Consumer Cash Discount/Bonus Cash. $18,488 Purchase Price applies to 2010 Dodge Journey (22F) only and includes $1,500
Consumer Cash Discount/Bonus Cash. See participating retailer for complete details. Prices exclude freight ($1,400), licence, insurance, registration, any retailer administration fees and other applicable fees and applicable taxes. Retailer order/trade may be necessary.
Retailers may sell for less. 11.99% purchase financing for 36 months available to qualified customers on approved credit through Royal Bank of Canada, Scotiabank and TD Canada Trust on all new and unused 2010 models, except Sprinter, Challenger, Grand Caravan
Cargo Van and Ram Chassis Cab. Example: Dodge Grand Caravan (24F)/Dodge Journey (22F) with a Purchase Price of $20,999/$18,488 financed at 1.99% for 36 months equals monthly payments of $601.37/$529.46; cost of borrowing of $650.32/$572.56 and a total
obligation of $21,649.32/$19,060.56. Excludes freight ($1,400), licence, insurance, registration, any retailer administration fees and other applicable fees and applicable taxes. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Retailers may sell for less.
for 36 months available to qualified customers on approved credit through Royal Bank of Canada, Scotiabank and TD Canada Trust on all new and unused 2009 models, except Sprinter, Challenger, Grand Caravan Cargo Van and Ram Chassis Cab. Example: $30,000
financed at 0% APR for 36 months equals monthly payments of $833.33; cost of borrowing of $0 and a total obligation of $30,000. Excludes freight ($1,400), licence, insurance, registration, any retailer administration fees and other applicable fees and applicable taxes.
Retailer trade may be necessary. Retailers may sell for less. 4Consumer Cash Discounts/Bonus Cash are manufacturer to retailer incentives which are deducted from the negotiated price either before or after taxes as applicable. Amounts vary by vehicle. See your retailer for
details. VBased on January through July 2009 R.L. Polk sales total registrations. ABased on 2010 EnerGuide Fuel Consumption Guide ratings published by Natural Resources Canada. Transport Canada test methods used. Your actual fuel consumption may vary. $Based on
U.S. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) scoring system for 2010 model year Dodge Grand Caravan and Journey. ®SIRIUS and the dog logo are registered trademarks of SIRIUS Satellite Radio Inc. ® Jeep is a registered trademark of Chrysler Group LLC
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PROUD SPONSOR OF AMATEUR HOCKEY ACROSS CANADA

SIRIUSH&/

SATELLITE RADIO
INCLUDES 1 YEAR PREPAID SUBSCRIPTION

**0% purchase financing




