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We are 
progress
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SNOWY SIGHTS: There was no dreaming of a white Christmas this year. Snowfall throughout November and December ensured the area was blanketed 
in the white stuff, providing festive sights, like the snow clinging to pine needles and cones pictured here.

It’s been quite a year for dreams in Almaguin as 
progress kept raising its head literally at every 
corner, it seems.

Area highways and roads received a record 
amount of attention, and leading the way was the 
main artery, Hwy. 11.

Tenders were let, equipment moved in, rocks 
blasted off the face of the earth and bridges erected 
for this huge upgrade to Ontario’s main link with 
Northern Ontario. Progress could be seen by the 
naked eye on a daily basis on this front from Emsdale 
to Burk’s Falls and South River to Sundridge.

And the unprecedented level of construction 
didn’t stop there.

The anaconda of a conduit that is the Corbeil 
to Astorville Road was given a huge facelift, as was 
possibly the worst road in the province. Hwy. 510 in 
Magnetawan finally got the attention it needed.

Progress, however, was not all pavement and 
bridges.

Powassan got started in earnest on constructing a 
water tower to go with the major upgrade to the town 
of’s water and sewer infrastructure. The water tower 
has been a long-time dream for residents there, and 
to finally see shovels hit the earth on it has to be 
gratifying even if the bills keep piling up.

In Burk’s Falls people from all around that area 
had extra reason to be proud on Canada Day 
when they slapped on skates and got to enjoy their 
revitalized arena.

Hard work, imagination and determination made 
the more-than-$2 million project a reality, with 
volunteer and municipal efforts combining to scale 
the daunting amount.

In June Minister of Education Kathleen Wynne 
herself dropped by the high school to let students 
there know that a new high school was on its way. 
Finally, after years of lobbying and watching the 
once-proud building fall into further disrepair, 
students and staff felt like they mattered. 

That feeling didn’t take long to spread to the rest 
of Almaguin.

At a dizzying speed the dream of a new education 
centre became the dream of a new hub for Almaguin 
with facilities for ages one to 101. 

Right now a host of volunteers are working hard 
to bring a fully equipped theatre and recreation 
complex to the new high school.

Their enthusiasm is contagious and is at least as 
strong the enthusiasm that started the projects in 
Burk’s Falls and Powassan.

And that is the biggest sign of progress in 2007 
in Almaguin: communities working together. We 
can talk about what the government, provincial or 
federal, is going to do to help. We can talk about 
leadership and strategic plans. We can talk about 
economic development, attracting jobs and keeping 
young people living in the area, but at the end of 
the day it is action that matters. And it matters most 
when we all work together.

Whether coming together as a community like 
Burk’s Falls has done to make summer ice a reality 
or all of Almaguin coming together to make the new 
high school more than just a place of blackboards 
and books, the results are impressive.

So as we look at the changing landscape of 
highways and buildings, we will remember it is 
the progress of the community that is the greatest 
achievement.

– Letters –

 Rumours, rites of passage, lost mines and treasure
 Kearney is rich and rife with 

gossip, lore and legends. 
Numerous fish stories lead 

the pack, with the most famous one 
about the Beaver Lake 
monster.

• Over the years 
there have been many 
sightings, usually in 
the late fall just before 
freeze-up. There’s some 
technical support 
for the existence of 
‘something’ as the 
latest fish finders and 
underwater cameras 
confirm the deep hole 
on Beaver Lake where 
the Magnetawan flows 
is completely void of 
fish — this hole should 
be full of Lake Trout 
from Sand Lake. 

Rumor is this hole is the residence 
of an undiscovered prehistoric 
species, one only seen when the lake 
water is cold, heavy and black. 

Every year fishermen claim to have 
the monster hooked, and it destroys 
fishing tackle. It’s probably a big Pike!

The other explanation of these 
sightings is that in the past two local 
humorists wrapped a Christmas tree 

and put it in the lake. It obviously 
looked unusual as it sailed onward 
and a car — whose driver became 
distracted watching this ‘monster’ 

(the tree propelled 
by a strong wind 
probably appeared to 
be swimming like a 
porpoise) — ran off the 
road.

Proof, unfortunately, 
is unavailable to 
confirm that Loon, 
Proudfoot and Grass 
lakes had native lake 
trout populations 
when the first settlers 
arrived. But it is known 
that the best bait for 
Lake Trout in these 
lakes is a very large 
wet fly.

• The largest speckle 
trout ever seen could not be put in 
the record books as it was netted 
out of season in Algonquin Park by a 
Kearney resident. Viewed by many, it 
was said to be over 20 pounds.

• A railway boxcar derailed on 
its way to Rain Lake in the past. Its 
cargo: barrels of whiskey. The locals 
helped with the cargo, and renamed 
the location ‘whiskey curve.’ Rumor 

persists that several barrels are 
waiting to be removed from the mud. 
One resident of Kearney is creating a 
‘snifter dog’ by feeding his hound a 
shot of whiskey every day. Perhaps a 
barrel will surface.

• A large culvert under the old 
rail bed on Rain Lake Road was 
constructed of un-mortared stones, 
arranged in a perfect arch. It is a very 
unique construction.

• A certain breed of banty roosters 
picks only small shiny stones for its 
digestive crop. This was how gold 
was discovered in Bancroft. The same 
type of banty roosters was in Bethune 
Township, but alas, found no gold.

• Miners stayed at the Kearney 
Hotel and worked near Yankee Dam 
on Forestry Tower Road. They left 
a large blue tinted rock exposed. If 
this rock had been discovered a few 
years sooner, the uranium mines at 
Bancroft might have been deferred.

• The lost lead mine has been a 
topic for over two centuries. The 
first settlers traded for this lead. 
Forefathers say it was a three-hour 
walk from Huntsville in Bethune 
Township. Lost hunters have seen 
the mine and have not been able 
to retrace their footsteps. Other 
speculation says that the lead actually 

came from the lining of antique tea 
boxes.

• There is a spring located on 
Forestry Tower Road that is unique 
because it is super-cooled. A past 
ritual of passage from puberty for a 
male was to hold his hand in a pail 
of this spring water for more than a 
minute.

• Buck Lake is so clear and deep 
that on a hot summer day you can see 
temperature inversions in the water.

• There has only been one known 
murder in Kearney. An American civil 
war immigrant shot a bailiff who was 
seizing a rail car of his logs for an 
unpaid medical bill. The murderer 
disappeared and was never brought 
to justice.

• The Kearney recipe for birch bark 
beer produces a drink that is said 
to cure certain bladder infections. 
Several home brewers are researching 
this curative effect based on a daily 
consumption.

• Reports of buried treasures in 
Kearney abound. The coins from 
a Vancouver heist are said to be 
buried north of Sand Lake. An old 
burial ground is supposed to be in 
McCraney Township containing Nazi 
memorabilia brought from Finland 
by a lady who became a recluse and 

bush hermit.
• Space junk has been seen. An 

old silver mine with an undiscovered 
mother lode is supposed to be located 
in lot 22 of Bethune Township.

• The Tom Thompson legend has 
many Kearney connections. Public 
concern of foul play prompted the 
Province to investigate. Several 
Kearney men were hired to dig up 
Tom Thompson’s remains and send 
them by train to the Toronto forensic 
center. 

The remains spent the night in 
the undertaker’s room above the pool 
hall. The remains were returned, as 
they were not Tom Thompson’s but 
those of a person with a homemade 
head operation. The Tom Thompson 
remains were successfully exhumed 
on the second attempt. This was 
purported to be a scheme so that the 
Kearney men would be paid double. 

Many aspiring Kearney artists 
claim they may have Tom’s genetic 
characteristics. Tom must have been 
very prolific as he spread his charms. 
It is said that one of his hastily-drawn 
sketches could seduce the most 
chaste. The old-fashioned Kearney 
recipe for pregnancy may have 
been ‘drunk, in a tent, with a Tom 
Thompson sketch.’
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Opinion
by Elwood Varty 

Make energy conservation 
your New Year’s resolution!

To the Editor:

To everyone who answered my 
call to use less electricity in 
2007, thank you. We reduced our 
electricity use significantly, but 
there’s much more we can do to 
reach our provincial goal of saving 
an additional 1,350 megawatts by 
2010. Here’s some ways to do so.
• Turn off the lights in an 
empty room. Replace the old, 
incandescent bulbs in your home 
with compact fluorescent light 
(CFL) bulbs whenever possible; 
they use 75 percent less electricity 
and last much longer than 
incandescent styles. Consider 
solar powered lights, timers or 
motion sensor equipped light 
fixtures for outdoor security 
• Use a power bar with a timer 
to automatically shut off electric 
appliances that are not being 
used, and purchase ENERGY 
STAR appliances - their savings 
add up. 
• Dispose of the old “energy 

hog” fridge in the basement 
which is wasting both space and 
energy.  The fridge you bought in 
1975 costs about four times as 
much to run as a new ENERGY 
STAR model. Is the temperature 
of your refrigerator and your 
freezer set for only as cold as 
you need?  Defrost your manual-
defrost freezer regularly to 
ensure it operates at maximum 
efficiency. 
• Have your home assessed by an 
energy audit expert. Homeowners 
interested in making energy 
efficient changes to their home 
may be eligible for provincial and 
federal retrofit grants. Weather 
stripping and caulking around 
windows, ducts and doors can cut 
your heating bill by 10 percent. 
• Defend the purchase of that 
stylish new sweater by using it as 
a reason to keep your thermostat 
set lower in the winter.  For every 
degree you lower the heat, you'll 
save up to 5 percent on your 
heating cost.  Programmable 

thermostats will automatically 
lower the heat of your home 
when you are not there and warm 
it prior to your return. 
• A dirty furnace filter reduces 
air flow and makes your furnace 
work harder; clean filters can save 
up to 5 percent of energy use. 
Clogged lint traps on clothes dryer 
also waste energy by reducing the 
efficiency of the unit. Use special 
tape to seal leaky heating ducts 
and keep heat going to where it 
is needed. 
• Take a quick shower instead of 
a bath; a typical bath uses about 
75 litres of hot water, while a five-
minute shower with a low flow 
showerhead you will use about 
half that amount. 
• Wrap your electric water 
heater and reduce energy use 
by 8-10 percent with an easy-
to-install “tank insulating 
blanket,” available at hardware 
and building supply stores. Foam 
sleeves that cover and insulate 
the heated water pipes exiting 

you water heater are very easy to 
install.   
• Wash your clothes in cold or 
warm water. Did you know that 
85-90 percent of the energy 
used by washing machines 
is used to heat the water? If 
you are buying a new clothes 
washer, check out front-loading 
models, which cost a little more 
but use about half the water of 
conventional washing machines. 
When the weather is right, use 
an outdoor clothesline to dry 
laundry.  Clothes dryers account 
for about 6 percent of household 
energy use in Ontario. 
• Use energy-saving small 
appliances, like an electric kettle, 
toaster oven, or microwave 
whenever possible. Run your 
dishwasher only when you have 
a full load, and use the energy-
saving cycle.

Peter Love
Ontario’s chief energy 

conservation officer


